
Dear {{FirstName or 'Friend'}}, 

I hope you and your family had a happy and safe
Thanksgiving! I am excited to share that applications are
now open for high school students to apply for the 1st

annual Youth Leadership Program, which will give students
the opportunity to join our office during the legislative session in

Richmond this January. 

I'd like to congratulate members of our community, Ariya Lee
and Nethra Purushothaman for receiving an honorable mention

for their submission to NPR's national student podcast
challenge, as well as Rev. Kevin Laskowski for winning

Jeopardy last week. 

Please see my statement regarding the VHS Class 6 Region C
Playoffs that I shared before the Thanksgiving holiday as well

as other important community and statewide updates. 

 

1st Annual High School Youth
Leadership Program
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High School students within the 36th Senate District are invited
to apply to the 1st annual Leadership Youth Program my office
is hosting. The program will bring high school students to
Richmond Virginia during the legislative session to give
them a firsthand experience of the legislative process. The
2 night trip will come at no cost to students and allow them to
join committee meetings, floor voting sessions, hear directly
from issue experts + advocates, meet with members and their
staff, and tour the Capitol. 

APPLY HERE
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Statement on VHS Class 6 Region C

Playoffs

 

Autism Advisory Council
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Sen. Pekarsky chairs the Autism Advisory Council, which
facilitates the coordination of services and resources among
agencies and helps develop legislation and policies that may
further address the needs of individuals with autism spectrum
disorders.

The Autism Advisory Council will meet on Wednesday,
December 18 at 1:00 p.m. in Senate Room A (305), located
on the third floor of the General Assembly Building. This month,
the Department of Medical Assistance Services (DMAS) will be
giving a presentation on Medicaid resources and the Council
will review available legislation for the upcoming session. The
Council welcomes any public feedback and input before the
meeting.
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The public is welcome to attend in person or virtually. Follow
the link to view the agenda and live stream link. 
 

Youngkin Loses RGGI Court Ruling
Virginia passed the Clean Energy and Community Flood
Preparedness Act of 2020, allowing the Commonwealth to
join the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI) and
establishing the Community Flood Preparedness Fund (CFPF).
RGGI is a market-based program of 11 states that generates
funds while reducing electricity sector emissions.

Half of its proceeds fund low-income energy efficiency
programs and 45% fund the CFPF. The CFPF provides loans
and grants for projects, studies, and planning throughout
the Commonwealth to identify and address flood
vulnerability for communities. CFPF funds can build capacity
in localities that need additional resources to develop
comprehensive flood vulnerability assessments and action-
oriented flood mitigation approaches.

Youngkin’s administration withdrew from RGGI in 2023,
prompting a lawsuit from the Association of Energy
Conservation Professionals, represented by the Southern
Environmental Law Center (SELC).

In November, a judged ruled Virginia Governor Glenn
Youngkin broke the law when he attempted to withdraw the
state from the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI)
climate program. 
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Congratulations Rev. Kevin Laskowski
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Congratulations to Rev. Kevin Laskowski, Priest-In-Charge at
St John’s Episcopal Church in Centreville, for winning last
week's episode of Jeopardy!
 

Congratulations Ariya Lee and Nethra
Purushothaman
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Congratulations to Ariya Lee and Nethra Purushothaman,
two high school students at Chantilly High School, for winning
an Honorable Mention for NPR's 2024 Student Podcast
Challenge. Students submitted podcasts from around the
country to compete for a chance to have their work featured on
NPR. You can listen to their podcast, Our Theory of Change
and listen to other Honorable Mention winners via NPR.

 

Local News

GMU - West Campus Town Hall
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George Mason University will host an in-person town hall to
present an update on West Campus Development for community
feedback, comments, and questions.
 
During the town hall, you will have the opportunity to hear
directly from representatives on project objectives, potential
components of the development, and how prior feedback has
helped shape current priorities.
 
If you cannot attend in person, you can view the presentation
and video of the meeting at a later date.

 

Community Resources
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Flu + COVID-19 Resources

It is flu and COVID-19 season again. Everyone ages 6
months and older should get a 2024–2025 COVID-19
vaccine. People who are up to date with their COVID-19
vaccine have lower risk of severe illness. The Fairfax County
Health Department offers recourses for finding COVID-19
vaccine locations and information. 
 
Need to find resources on COVID-19 testing? The Fairfax
County Health Department has additional information on
testing and best practices. You can also visit the Virginia
Department of Health (VDH) tool to search for a testing site
in Virginia near you.
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Stay informed about what is happening in Richmond and
around the 36th District.

Subscribe to my Newsletter!
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It is a pleasure to serve you in the 36th
District

Email: senatorpekarsky@senate.virginia.gov
Phone: (804) 698-7536

 
Richmond Office 

201 North 9th Street Room, 621
Richmond, VA 23219

Richmond Direct Mail
P.O. Box 396

Richmond, VA 23218

Cheers,
Stella Pekarsky

Senator, District 36
 

 Paid and Authorized by Friends of Stella G Pekarsky
Copyright © 2024, Stella Pekarsky, All rights reserved.
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Friends of Stella G Pekarsky

PO BOX 231191 CENTREVILLE, VA 20120
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